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*** 
 “I speak from experience” – so say the wise of this world.  They thus ascribe great importance to their 
experience, believing that without experience they could not speak so well on this or that.  They are quick 
to give experience preference over mere knowledge and reasoning.  And yet in exactly the most important 
matter of all, these men are so inconsistent that they will neither believe nor admit to a reborn child of 
God that the experience of Christ is higher than the mere knowledge of Christ; that one must first 
experience Christ before one can talk about Him, and that there can be absolutely no confession of Christ 
without the living experience of Christ in one’s own heart!  I must confess that I did not know Christ 
before I had experienced Him full of grace and truth. 
*** 
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November 3, 1844 Romans 1:9 etc. 

Afternoon meeting: Paul worked to spread the Gospel, save the lost, and edify and strengthen those who 
were saved both near and far, partly by his supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgiving for all 
saints and for all men and partly by preaching the Gospel. He had such a widespread and powerful effect 
because he served God in the Spirit with his spirit because he clung to God and did not just do an 
outward work, which many others also did for appearance’s sake, yet they accomplished nothing for the 
Kingdom of God and for the salvation of souls. 

Paul’s desire to go to Rome was based on: 

1. The wish to impart more spiritual gifts to those who already believed and to assist in their 
edification in the Spirit because this godly work is not finished quickly. Where there is no growth, 
there is a going backwards in grace, and a great many circumstances in this world encourage this 
retreat so that our zeal for the Lord and our diligence in holiness and love for the brethren might 
grow cold by being tempted to be lazy and worldly. A single careless, drowsy member in the 
congregation of Christ spoils more than three zealous ones can accomplish. Therefore, Paul wished 
that all might show exactly the same zeal (Hebrews 6:11). 

2. His desire to win and save still more lost souls in Rome by preaching the Gospel of Christ. The same 
Spirit of Christ works in His messengers and servants both the salvation of the lost and the 
preservation and growth of those who are saved, for what good is a good beginning without a good 
ending? The Apostle was interested in much fruit in his service in the Gospel of Christ so that many 
might be converted from the power of Satan unto God. Today we can accomplish little in this respect 
because men believe that they already are Christians before they have become Christians by the seed 
of the apostolic teaching and preaching. Therefore, they consider all to be deceivers and false 
teachers who would first like to work toward the conversion of lost sinners and carnally-minded men 
so that they might later become Christians and children of God. 

*** 
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